
River Bend MS Chorus to Perform at Wizards Game 

On December 16, 2014, the River Bend MS Raven Choir will perform the National Anthem at 

the Washington Wizards basketball game in Washington D.C. . I sat down with the choir 

director, Rachel Binger, to discuss this honor, and learn what is involved with this type of 

performance. 

Ms Binger received an email from the Wizards marketing department some time ago, inviting 

the River Bend MS chorus to perform before a game. This would be a first for River Bend, so 

Ms Binger did not take it lightly. To her knowledge, only Seneca Ridge MS, and possibly 

Trailside MS (a newly opened school) have taken on this type of performance. 

The first step in this process was to hold auditions for this select choir. Ms Binger only opened it 

to 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade students. Her final group is comprised of 43 students, and all of the boys are 

7
th

 grade. Few 8
th

 grade boys auditioned.  

According to Ms Binger, the most difficult part is “the unknown”. Since this is the first time that 

River Bend MS is participating in this type of performance, Ms Binger is not sure what to expect 

at the other end. While this is a very well-behaved, dedicated group, it is still a large group of 

middle school students, traveling to a new destination. They must be at the Verizon Center not 

later than 4:30 for a sound check and that will be their only opportunity to hear themselves in 

that environment. They will be leaving the school, by LCPS bus, at 2:30. Their parents will be 

attending the game and will provide transportation home. Each student will receive a 

commemorative ticket and tee shirt.  

When I asked the director what she felt was the best part of this experience, she told me that she 

enjoyed working with this “select” group, because it allowed her to work on more advanced 

music. In other chorus classes, there is no prerequisite, so it requires a great deal of 

differentiation. Some students have little or no musical experience, while others have an 

extensive background. River Bend MS has never had any type of “honors” music program, so 

she has enjoyed working with these more dedicated and musically experienced students. This has 

included rehearsals before school, because a number of the choir are also involved in the school 

musical! 

While it would be nice if a large contingent of RBMS staff and students could attend the game to 

support this choir, that is not feasible, but certainly we all wish them well, and perhaps we will 

be able to see some other future performance by this talented group! 

 


